
MEMBERS of the South Devon Branch of the 
Devonshire Association recently took a virtual trip 
along the South West Coast Path with professional 
photographer, Gary Holpin.

The South West Coast path stretches for 630 
miles from Minehead to Poole.  It includes two 
UNESCO World Heritage sites and is regarded as 
one of the finest long distance paths in the world. 
It became a national trail in 1978 and brings many 
millions of pounds to the local economy.

Having stumbled across a guide book about 
the path, Gary decided to take a week’s holiday 
and do some walking. Therefore in the autumn of 
2007, having purchased some new walking boots 
and a rucksack, Gary set off from the sea front at 
Minehead. 

Crossing Exmoor he walked nine miles to 
Porlock on his first day and felt that long distance 
walking was easy!  After a good breakfast, Gary 
set out on day two – this was a 13-mile hike to 
Lynmouth.  

But this part included a steep climb and instead of 
taking six hours, Gary took eight.  He now had the 
start of a blister too. 

Over the next two days, blisters grew and his 
body complained bitterly. By day five he could 
barely walk and he caught the bus home from 
Braunton. However, he had become addicted to the 
path and returned many times later to complete it.

Gary’s talk was interspersed with short videos 
and wonderful photographs.  Starting in north 
Devon, Croyde and Woolacombe offer great views 
and are havens for wildlife.

In fact, most of the coast path provides shelter for 
a wide variety of birds and animals that can often 
be seen by the walker. Gary showed photos of 

Clovelly, owned by one family for 800 years and 
where all goods have to be delivered by sledges 
pulled by donkeys. His photo of Hartland Point 
on a showery afternoon showed a wild and windy 
coast and was evidence of Gary’s background as a 
meteorologist.

Cornwall has 296 miles of the coast path and 
members were shown a video of this part of the 
path. Many years’ ago, smugglers were common 
around the south west coast and the paths they 
and the coastguards used have created the current 
national trail in many places. 

Gary then moved into south Devon on his illus-
trated walk. 

Expecting to be disappointed, he found the area 
crammed with beautiful places.  The river Erme has 
to be crossed at low tide by stepping stones as there 
is no ferry or bridge.  

Arriving one January day, Gary spent time taking 
photographs until he realised the tide was coming 
in! Unable to find the stepping stones, Gary had 
to find the narrowest and lowest place and wade 
across – in the very, very cold water.

Next Gary took members to Burgh Island with 
photos of the sea tractor as well as the hotel and 
general views. Agatha Christie, Winston Churchill 
and The Beatles have been visitors there.  

The local pub, The Pilchard Inn, is thought to be 

haunted by a smuggler!  
Then on past the blue waters of Salcombe to Start 

Point, the most southerly place in Devon, where 
Gary captured the wild and windy weather.

The next stop was Daymark Tower, built in 1864 
to mark the entrance to the River Dart, and then 
on to Brixham, where William of Orange landed 
in 1688.  Through Brixham harbour, Paignton and 
Teignmouth piers and Dawlish station, Gary con-
tinued his photographic tour.

In February 2018 – when the Beast from the East 
was raging – Gary was under the pier at Paignton 
videoing this amazing phenomenon when there was 
snow on the beach. Again in March of that year 
he was taking photographs at Sidmouth where the 
daffodils were peeping through the snow.

At Budleigh Salterton, near where the beavers 
have been released, members saw a photo of sun-
rise over the tree line at high tide and a picture of 
the comet Neowise falling at sunset – it is not by 
chance, though, that Gary finds these; it takes a lot 
of patience!  

Regatta fireworks at Sidmouth were followed by 
views of Branscombe from Beer Head and behind 
the boats on Beer beach Gary had captured the 
Milky Way.

On Christmas Day in 1839 a severe landslide 
occurred at Bindon that can still be seen and even 
Queen Victoria came to view it. 

It is now a nature reserve.  From Lyme Regis to 
the end of the coast path at Poole, Gary showed a 
video.

Completing his first walk in 2009, the following 
year Gary set off on the walk again – but this time 
in the opposite direction!  On this second circuit he 
decided to learn how to be a proper photographer 
and that decision has changed his life. No longer 
a meteorologist, Gary is now a professional pho-
tographer.

Other events organised by the Devonshire 
Association can be viewed on their website www.
devonassoc.org.uk.
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THE Rotary clubs of Teignmouth, 
Dawlish Water, Ashburton and Buck-
fastleigh and Preston (Torbay) have 
joined forces to fund new beds for 
Rowcroft Hospice.

The aim of Rowcroft Hospice is to 
make every day the best day possible 
for patients with life limiting illnesses 
across South Devon. 

Key to fulfilling this aim is ensuring 
patients are as comfortable as possi-
ble, while being able to best care for 
their needs. 

The beds on Rowcroft’s 13-bed 
Inpatient Unit have been in service 
for almost 20 years and have now 
reached the end of their maintenance 
contract.

As well as the pressures the hospice 
faces because of the pandemic, it 
has been asking people in the South 
Devon community to help by donat-
ing towards the new beds.  

The Rotary Club of Teignmouth 
took this need on board and encour-
aged other local Rotary groups to 

also get involved.  They have raised 
enough to buy four new hospice beds.

Alison Upton, community fundrais-
ing manager at Rowcroft, said: ‘We 
are thrilled that community groups 
like Rotary have got behind Rowcroft 
and supported our bed appeal.  

‘The pandemic has meant that we 
can’t fundraise in the usual way and 
yet we are still committed to provid-
ing the very best compassionate care. 

‘That is why it is so important that 
the local community continues to 

support us. Thank you so much to the 
Rotary clubs.’

Rowcroft relies upon the support 
from the South Devon community 
and would urge other groups or 
individuals to get in touch to see how 
they can make a real difference to the 
2,500 patients Rowcroft helps each 
year. 

n  To find out more, call 01803 
217450 or email fundraising@row-
crofthospice.org.uk
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Rotary clubs unite to
buy new hospice beds

A BIG Rotary initiative to combat the growing 
amount of plastic waste in the world’s rivers and 
oceans was discussed by members of Dawlish 
Water Rotary club at their latest Zoom meeting.

The discussion was sparked by a summary of 
the ‘End Plastic Soup’ campaign by one of its 
ambassadors Willem Falter from the Rotary Club 
of Marbella in Spain where, with other Rotary 
clubs, members carry out education and clean-up 
campaigns along the Mediterranean.

Today there was a huge ‘plastic pool’ in the Pacif-
ic and the main problems emanated from rivers in 
Asian countries.

Willem illustrated how collaboration in different 
countries  is helping to tackle the problem through 
various methods of scooping up waste including 
interceptor boats on rivers. Plastic will always 
be with us because it is such a useful product but 
we must find ways of educating people and, more 
specifically, Governments about the threat to future 
generations.

Dawlish Water were joined by local enthusiasts 
for change and Rotarians from as far apart as 
Cairo and Alaska. If you would like to join one of 
Dawlish Water Rotary’s interesting Zooms on a 
Tuesday evening, please contact Robin Buchanan 
for dates for talks and presentations  via email: 
rgybuchanan@btinternet.com

In the last couple of weeks, the Rotary club 
have assisted more community organisations by 
donating:  £300 to the local community disability 
transport project;  a further £250 to the Hits food 
bank; £50 towards funding for specialist Asthma 
UK  Nurses to support two people on a Helpline via 
phone or WhatsApp offering potentially lifesaving 
advice. 
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PICTURE PERFECT: The charming village of Clovelly’s main street. More of Gary’s work can be seen at 
www.garyholpin.co.uk


